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Between Hungary and Galicia on the one side, and
the Zollverein on the other, the difference in consumption
of dutiable goods is too great for a community of tariffs
to appear practicable. The standard of distribution of the
customs revenue always puts Germany at a disadvantage,
even though figures made it appear that Austria was in
that position. In Cis- and still more in Trans-Leithania
Austria chiefly lives upon its own, and not upon imported,
products. Besides this, I had not then in general, and
even now I only have in scattered instances, the neces-
sary confidence in the non-German subordinate officials in
the East.

Our only Secretary of Legation at Vienna received me
with some ill-temper at not being ckarg/ d'affaires, and
applied to Berlin for leave of absence. This was refused
by the minister, but immediately granted by myself. Thus
it came about that I was obliged to apply to the Hanover-
ian ambassador, Count Adolf Platen, an old friend of mine,
to present me to the ministers and introduce me to diplo-
matic society. He asked me one day in a confidential con-
versation whether I too thought that I was destined to be
Manteuffel's successor. I replied that I had no desire
that way, at least at present. Still I believed that the King
meant to make me his minister some time later on, wished
to train me for the post, and with this object in view had
sent me on an extraordinary mission to Austria. It w.as my
wish, however, for ten years more or so, to see the world as
envoy at Frankfort or at various Courts, and then for
some ten years more to be minister of state, if pos-
sible with distinction; finally to settle down in the
country and reflect on my past experiences, and, like
my old uncle at Templin near Potsdam, to graft fruit-
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